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In Memoriam 
A long-time professor of veterinary clinical 
medicine, Dr. Durwood L. Baker, 78, died 
November 12, 1997 of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Funeral services were held November 15 in 
Ames. Dr. Baker is survived by his wife, An-
gela, of Ames; and four daughters, Barbara 
Baker of Ft. Myers, FL, Jeanne Baker of Des 
Moines, Marti Mount of Iowa City, and Lynn 
Logan of Ferndale, W A. 
Dr. Baker was born in Algona and gradu-
ated from Algona High School in 1936. He 
earned his DVM from Iowa State's College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1943 and practiced 
with Dr. H.B. Treman in Rockwell City until 
1944. At that time he entered the U.S. Army 
Veterinary Corps, serving in both the Euro-
pean and Pacific theaters of World War II. He 
oversaw small pox vaccine production for Ko-
rean citizens after the war. He was cited by 
the military governor of Korea for his out-
standing public health work in small pox and 
rabies control. 
Dr. Baker left the army as a captain in 
1947 and returned to Iowa State's College of 
Veterinary Medicine to accept a position on 
the faculty of the Department of Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery (now Veterinary Clini-
cal Sciences). He was responsible for teach-
ing courses in small animal medicine and sur-
gery and served as section head for internal 
medicine. On the research side of his veteri-
nary work, he studied the transmission of 
Demodex canis Zeydig to pups from 1959 to 
1964 and participated in a number of clinical 
efficacy and drug evaluation studies in small 
animals. 
Dr. Baker served as acting head of the 
Department of Veterinary Medicine and Sur-
gery at the College of Veterinary Medicine 
from 1963 to 1964. He was then recruited to 
serve in leadership positions college-wide. He 
was assistant dean in 1964-65 and 1966-68 
and twice served as acting dean-from 1965-
66, and again in 1971-72. He served as asso-
ciate dean for the college from 1968-71 and 
from 1972-89. When he retired in 1989, he 
was named professor emeritus. 
"Dr. Baker was an excellent teacher," says 
Dr. Richard Ross, dean of the College of Vet-
erinary Medicine, who 40 years ago was a stu-
dent in Dr. Baker's small animal medicine 
Spring, 1998 
course. "At that time, most students came in 
with an interest in large animals, but Dr. 
Baker's abilities stirred new interests and 
actually steered some students toward careers 
in small animal medicine." 
"He also was a very able administrator 
who stepped-in and made key decisions at 
important times in the life of this college," Ross 
added. 
During his career at Iowa State, Dr. Baker 
had served as a collaborator with the US AID, 
University of Nebraska project in an on-site 
study of the agricultural needs of Columbia, 
South America. He also served as the College 
of Veterinary Medicine construction supervi-
sor and liaison person during the construc-
tion of the $23.5 million veterinary medicine 
complex, completed in 1976. 
In recognition of outstanding teaching in 
clinical medicine, Dr. Baker was awarded an 
Iowa State University Faculty Citation in 
1967. In receiving this academic honor, Dr. 
Baker was cited for his dedication to students. 
He served as a faculty advisor to all third-year 
students in the professional curriculum of 
veterinary medicine, and it was noted that he 
had only been absent from his teaching du-
ties a total of 20 hours during a 20-year pe-
riod. He served two terms as faculty advisor 
to the Iowa State University student chapter 
oftheAVMA. 
Professionally, Dr. Baker was an active 
member of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, American Animal Hospital Asso-
ciation, Iowa Veterinary Medical Association, 
and American Association of Veterinary Cli-
nicians. He appeared on numerous programs 
for national and regionalAAHA meetings, and 
frequently presented papers at regionalAVMA 
meetings. He was a member of the WMA 
Foundation Board of Directors and was 
awarded a lifetime membership from WMA 
in 1980. 
At Iowa State, he had served as secretary-
treasurer for the Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association, and from 1967-1970, served on 
the board of directors for the ISU Alumni As-
sociation. In recent years, he had been work-
ing with the planning committees for ISU's 
Alumni Days, and hosted his 50-year reunion 
of veterinary medicine alumni in 1993.+ 
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